
  
 

Block Frame Window Installation Instructions 

The following instructions are intended to be a guide for the most common replacement applications.  All applications 

are unique, and consideration should be given to the specific application of this product.  Accessories are available, but 

not required, from WeatherBarr to ease the installation and finishing of the window.  For more information on 

accessories, call customer service at (800) 829-BARR(2277). 

CAUTION:  Please consult your local building code official to identify and confirm compliance to local building code 

requirements. 

NOTE:  Read all instructions thoroughly before beginning the installation of the window.  Improper installation can 

result in air or water infiltration, restricted operation, difficulty locking, and potential damage to the unit.  

Warnings/Cautions:  

• When using hand tools or power tools be sure to follow the manufacturer’s instructions for those products. Always 

wear safety glasses. 

• Do not lift or carry unit by extension jambs (if applicable); doing so may result in product damage. 

• Follow instructions of foam, sealant and flashing manufacturer regarding safety, application, and compatibility with 

this product. 

• Do not drill or fasten through the window sill. Do not cover weep holes. Do not over drive screws or nails. 

• Buildings constructed prior to 1978 may contain lead paint which could be disturbed during window replacement. 

For more information about proper management of lead paint, visit www.epa.gov/lead.  

 

Parts included Available Optional Accessories  Tools needed 

• Window 

 

  
 

• Safety glasses 

• Tape measure 

• Level 

• Putty knife 

• Utility knife 

• Hammer 

• Combination 

square 

• Drill/Driver and 

drill bits 

• Caulk gun 

Head Expander Sill Trim Foam Wrap 

 Supplies needed 

• Flexible self-adhesive flashing 

• Shims (waterproof)  

• Fasteners (#8 x 2 ½” corrosive resistant pan head screws) 

• Substrate specific sealant/caulking. OSI QUAD Max Sealant or equivalent is recommended. 

• Foam backer rod  

• Fiberglass insulation or spray foam insulation (must meet AAMA 812 specifications) 

 

Window Types 
 

    

 

SINGLE HUNG DOUBLE HUNG PICTURE WINDOW CASEMENT/AWNING HORIZONTAL SLIDER 



  
 

Block Frame Window Installation Instructions 

1. Inspect the unit for correct size and type, or damage.  Be 

sure to verify the correct opening intended for the product to 

ensure that any special glazing features, such as tempered 

glass, are installed in the correct location.  If a problem exists, 

contact customer service at 800-829-2277. 

2. Remove the existing window. Remove the sashes and/or 

glass in the existing window. Remove all hardware and 

window components not a part of the frame.  Preserve the 

water management system, if present. Clean the entire rough 

opening of debris and old sealant. Repair surfaces that will be 

sealed or anchored to the new window. 

3. Check the opening size (width and height). Check for plumb 

and square, and check the rough sill for level.  The window 

should have from ¼” to no more than ½” around the 

perimeter of the unit and should be installed plumb, level, 

and square, even if the opening may not be any of these. 

• To check for plumb:  Place a level vertically on both the 

interior and face of the left and right jambs.  If the bubble 

indicator is centered, the unit is plumb.  (See Figure A) 

• To check for level:  Place a level along the rough sill.  If the 

bubble indicator is centered, the unit is level.  (See Figure 

B) 

• To check for square:  Measure window frame diagonally.  

Measure from the top left corner of the frame to the 

bottom right corner and from the top right corner to the 

bottom left corner.  If the measurements are equal, the 

unit is square.  (See Figure C)   

 

 
 

4. Dry fit the window into the opening. Remove the window 

from the opening. 

 

 

5. Flash the exterior of the window. Flashing applications vary 

greatly with respect to the wall type and region. We 

recommend DuPont Tyvek Flashing materials and have 

provided a link to their installation instructions on our 

website at www.weatherbarr.com/installation-instructions.  

The instructions provided here are basic guidance for most 

common block frame applications. 

 

6. Applying the flexible self-adhering flashing to the sill.  

(1.) Cut a length of the flashing material at least 12” longer 

than the width of the sill rough 

opening.  (2.) Cover the 

horizontal sill by aligning the 

inside of the sill, and adhere 

into the rough opening across 

the sill and up the jambs at least 

6” on each side (See Figure D).  

(3.) Make sure there are no 

wrinkles or voids.  

7. Prepare the window frame for installation. Prior to placing 

the window in the opening, you will 

want to prepare the frame by 

drilling clearance holes in the 

locations where you will secure the 

new window to the opening. Using 

a 3/8” drill bit or 3/8” hole cutter 

drill bit, drill a clearance hole 

through the first wall of vinyl in the 

side jambs (See Figure E). 

Drill clearance holes 3”-6” from the 

corners of the frame and every 

18”-24” on center. 

8. Place the new window in the opening. Lift and center the 

window in the opening being careful to support the window 

at all times until it is secured to the framing members. 

Combination units must be individually supported to the 

rough opening. When installing in a slope sill application, 

place wood blocks along the existing sill to support and level 

the sill. Tilt the window into the opening with the sash closed 

and locked.  Set it down on the wood blocks. 

9. Set shims at sill under side jambs. For combination units, 

place shims at the sill of both 

jambs of each unit (See Figure F). 

Position the window at the 

desired depth and fasten upper 

corner through the jamb of the 

new window into the structural 

member of the opening to hold in 

place while shimming.  

10. Shim the window at all anchor points.  Be careful to make 

sure the jambs remain straight and are not bowed in or out.  

Check unit for plumb, level, and square. See Figure G, H, and I 
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Block Frame Window Installation Instructions 

 

11. Fasten the window into the opening. Anchor the window 

through the side jambs 

using corrosion resistant 

screws (See Figure J).  Do 

not anchor through the 

head or the sill of the new 

window. Do not over 

tighten the screws.  Check 

the window for proper 

operation.  

*Check if the frame is 

bowed. Correct any 

bowing in the frame during 

the installation. 

12. Create an air seal around the replacement window. Loosely 

pack insulation around the window frame, between the 

frame and the opening.  Spray foams are acceptable as long 

as they meet AAMA 812 specifications. 

 

 

13. Finish off the exterior of the window.  Insert backer rod at 

sides, top and bottom of the window. Attach the sill extender 

(if necessary) to the bottom of the sill and trim it to fit the 

width of the opening.  Be careful not to fit the sill extender 

too tight to allow for proper expansion and contraction. 

14. Seal the exterior of the window. Be sure to use a proper 

grade of sealant to seal the perimeter of the window to the 

opening.  Seal all gaps that are prone to air or water 

infiltration.  Make certain weeps remain open so that water 

can drain from the sill and out of the weeps. 

15. Check the window for proper operation and locking.   

16. Finish off the interior of the window. Apply sealant in the 

gaps between the replacement frame and the existing frame. 

Replace interior trim, stops, and casing that were removed, if 

necessary. 

 

Fig. J 

Effective date    12/31/14 


